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Bodies accounted Heavy. But I am not willingly inter- 
pofiog my own Conjectures, to pre-judge the Experi¬ 
ments, 


An Account of Two Books. 

I. Observations Topographical , Moral and rhyjiological made 
in a Journey through part of the Low-Countries, Ger¬ 
many , Italy and France, by John Ray, Fellow of the 
R.Society : Whereunto is added a Brief Account of F. Wil¬ 
loughby Efc his Voyage through a great part of Spain. 
London, printed for J, Martyn, Printer to the R Society , 
at the Bell in St. Pauls Churchyard , 1673. in 8 °. 

"His Curious and very Inftruttive Itinerary may well 
ferve as a Pattern for Travelling with that improve¬ 
ment and advantage,as ought to be aimed at by all difcreet 
Travellers j as containing whatever is remarkable both 
for Perfons and Things in thofs places, which the Ingeni¬ 
ous and Irquifidve Author together with his good Corr^. 
pany travelled through. Let his Reader be a States-mah, 
an Eccleliaftick,a Philofcpher, an Artift, a Trades mao, a 
Father of a Family,an Hiifband-maOithey will all of them 
find matter in this Book very proper for their refpe&iveGe- 
niuSjProfefiions and Callings. Here isdeferibed the Clitnat, 
Government,Revenues,Laws.Cuftoms,Manners,Tempers, 
Abilities, Studies, Arts, Trades, and Natural Produdfci- 
onsof the Countries fpokenof* andbefides, divers Fa¬ 
bulous relations and ungrounded fancies refuted and 


rectified. 

We {hall only hint in this place the principal Heads of 
fuch particulars, as belong to thepurpoieof thefe Tra&sj 
in reference to which is to be noted what the Author ob- 
ferves, 

x. Of the (everal Conflitutious of Climats, and the dif¬ 
ference, he found,between the Temperature oi the Air on 
two oppofite fides of fome Mountains. 

2. Of Waters, as the mod confiderable Rivers and the 
Fifhes bred therein■> Of Springs, (the Original of which 
he difeufieth,) ebbing and flowing Wells, Spaw wzters 

(particularly 
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(particularly thole about Liege,) Baths (efpecially thole of 
Aken io Germany, and Apona in Italy 5) of Fountains boyl- 
ing, and others yielding Petroleum near Montpelier fitc. 

3. Of the Earth, and its Productions and Inhabitants; 
In which Head there occur5 

j. Some Inftancesof Changes made in the Earth, as 
of Land gained from the Sea, and Mountains conliderably 
diminilht in height* 

ij. Of Minerals > and particularly of Mines of Precious 
Stone9,as Amethyfts,Emerauds,Topazes, Jafpers.Granates, 
&c. obferv’d in the Voyage into Spain-, of petrified Shells, 
which SubjeCis he handles both largely and ingenioufly. 

fij. Of Plants^ more efpecially remarked by our Tra¬ 
veller in all the places where he palled, witnefs the parti¬ 
cular Catalogue of them, annexed at the end of this Book* 
iiij. Of Animals, as Infers, Filhes, Birds, &c. concern¬ 
ing which the Author gives us good hopes of a more par¬ 
ticular Account in the Hifiory of Animals , prepared by that 
Worthy Gentleman Mr. Francis Willoughby^ lately deceafed 
to the unfpeakable grief of thofe that knew him. 

iiiij. Of the Inhabitants of the feveral Countries he 
was in: Where he deferibes their Abilities, Inclinations, 
Manners, Studies, Exercilcs, Arts,Trades, giving a very 
particular defeription of the Italians and Spaniards , and 
obferving alio Ibme Peculiarities in People of feveral 
Countries, as,that lome breed excellent Painters,Sculpters 
and Architects} fome abouod in Idiots and Ddirous per- 
fons above others i fome are ftored with Men and Women 
afflicted with fwelled throats, &c. Taking alfo notice of 
the Academies and Colleges, and the Men eminent in them 
for Learning and Knowledge, as Loven , Leiden , Heidelberg, 
Bafel^Nurenberg , A It orf, Padua. Bononia, Valence. See. Li ke wi le 
of Libraries 5 of Cabinets or Repofitories 5 of Natural 
Curiofities, particularly at Delft^eidelbergyMilan^Florence , 
Naples fits ♦ Of notable Edifices and curious Structures, as 
the extraordinary Steeple at Strasburg and the Church of 
St.Peter in Rome j ofWhifpering Places, AqueduClsand 

Xxxxx VeutiduCb 
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VentiduCfo* of remarkable Armories; of Artificial Contri¬ 
vance*, Ioftruments, VtfTcls, Engios 5 as Locks to keep up 
water of any River for the ufe of Navigation 3 an Engin to 
raHe Water with a chain of Buckets 3 a VefTel at Heidelberg 
holding 600 Hoglhcads3the<S’j?4«7/% Plough for fowing Cora 
at equal diftances,and one grain in a hole: Of Arts,Trades, 
Practices,Manufactures,as the Art of imitating China-difhes 
at M/latt) of polilhing Jafper, of making Mofaic Work and 
the compolkion of the Cement for it; of the praCtice of 
making Salt by the Sun,upon the Coaft ofthe Mediterrane¬ 
an 5 the catching of S word-filhes,Whales,Tortoifes 3 of Co¬ 
ra l-filhing$ the making of Silks and Velvets 3 the Dying of 
Wool of an Incarnation colour,with a kind of Mofs growing 
in Malta $ a peculiar fewel made at Leige of balls of Clay and 
fmall beaten Coals 3 the Art of blanchiog Wax,making Ve¬ 
nice* SopejVerdigreece.Oyl olive 3 of preparing and pick¬ 
ling of Capers 3 of drying Grapes forRaifins, of making 
Confection of Alkermes-, of making Sugar, Chocolata ,&c. 

Every where are interfpers’d many curious Philofophi- 
ca] Remarks 3 as, that more Air is neceflary for Refpiration 
in hotter Countries than cold,and why ? The true reafon of 
the raging of Fire in cold weather: Experiments of fulmi¬ 
nating powder without any gold in it, together with the 
Receipt: The extremity of Cold fcortching and tanning 
the face , as well as excels of Heat 3 and many more, for 
which we muft refer the Reader to the Book it felf. 

II. Bernbardi Vareni M.D. GEOGRAPHlAGeneralifjinqua 
affettionesgeneralesTeUuris explicanturfumma cur a quamplu- 
rimis in locis emendata.&XXXIIISchematibu* novis^ere in < 
cifis una cumTabulis aliquot ^quee dejiderabantur ) au&agft‘illu- 
Jtrata ab Ilaaco Newtono Mathef. Profejfore Lucajtano apud 
Cantabrigienfes.'e Societate Regia.Cantabrigke i6yi.in 8 °. 

Errata left ttncerrecled in N°> 90. 
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